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GOVERNMENT OF CANADA INTRODUCES COMPULSORY 

PILOT CERTIFICATION TO ENHANCE SAFETY ON GREAT 

LAKES  

OTTAWA — The Honourable Steven Fletcher, Minister of State (Transport), today announced 

changes that will allow the Great Lakes Pilotage Authority to maintain safer and more efficient 

pilotage services on the Great Lakes. The updated regulations allow the authority to ensure that 
officers have the local knowledge required to navigate their vessels in the region.  

"These regulatory changes will improve the safety of people and goods crossing the 

Great Lakes," said Minister Fletcher. "Our government fully supports the authority in introducing 
a new pilotage certificate program."  

Under the changes to the Great Lakes Pilotage Regulations, and in compliance with the Pilotage 

Act, all Canadian ship officers who operate within the Great Lakes region will be required to hold 

a valid pilotage certificate. The regulatory changes came into effect on July 1, 2011, and were 

published today in the Canada Gazette, Part II. Applicants will now have to successfully complete 

the Great Lakes Marine Pilotage Certificate Training Program, or pass a written and oral 
examination given by the authority.  

The Great Lakes Pilotage Authority is responsible for a safe and efficient pilotage service within 

Canadian waters in the province of Quebec, south of the northern entrance of the Saint-
Lambert Lock, and in and around the provinces of Ontario and Manitoba.  

The Regulations Amending the Great Lakes Pilotage Regulations were pre-published in the 

Canada Gazette, Part I, on March 26, 2011. A 30-day comment period followed, during which 

interested parties provided their views to Transport Canada. After considering the comments 

received, the department obtained final approval for publication in the Canada Gazette, Part II.  
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Transport Canada is online at www.tc.gc.ca. Subscribe to e-news at www.tc.gc.ca/e-news or stay 

connected through RSS, Twitter, Facebook and YouTube to keep up to date on the latest from 

Transport Canada.  

This news release may be made available in alternative formats for persons living with visual 
disabilities.  
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